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Biography 

Author, entertainer , playwright and more , humorist Jean Shepherd has enjoyed 

a lengthy and distinguished career on public television . " Phantom of the 

Open Hearth , " which originally aired as part of the PBS series Visions , was 

nominated by the Television Critics Circle for best script of 1978. "The 

Great American Fourth of July and Other Disasters ," a presentation of 

American Playhouse , is based on Shepherd's story of the same title . And 

" The Star- Crossed Romance of Josephine Cosnowski ," airing February 1985 as 

part of the same series , was awarded a Silver Medal from the New York 

International Film Festival . 

JEAN SHEPHERD ' S AMERICA , which premiered during the 1971-72 season and 

was repeated three times , returns to public television with 10 new episodes 

and three repeats, in the spring 1985 season . The series is produced for 

PBS by WGBH Boston and Creative Television Associates , with funding p rovided 

by public television stations . 

In addition to his television credits, Shepherd wrote and acted in the 

1983 feature film A Christmas Story, a screenplay adaptation of his novel, 

In God We Trust, All Others Pay Cash . 

Shepherd's other books include Wanda Hickey ' s Night of Golden Memories, 

and Other Disasters, A Fistful of Fig Newtons , Phantom of the Open Hearth, 

and A Ferrari in the Bedroom. 
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Shepherd's one-man comedy show is a favorite at Princeton University 

(where he is the only performer to have appeared for 19 consecutive years) 

and the Chautauqua Festival in New York. His writing has been featured in a 

variety of national publications. 

Originally from the Chicago area, Shepherd was raised in Hammond, 

Indiana; the settings for his stories are often derived from his midwestern, 

industrial background. When not on the road, Shepherd divides his time 

between central Maine and an island off the southwest Florida coast, where 

he indulges in ham radio, flying, painting and photography. 
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Feature 

"The Devil Has All the Best Lines" 

by Jean Shepherd 

I'm not one for fantasies. In fact, I can't honestly say that I've ever 

consciously had one . As a kid, I never fantasized that I was Joe DiMaggio 

or Mickey Mantle or Humphrey Bogart . Sure I admired them . But fantasizing 

that I was them? Never. 

But there are things that we all secretly would like to have done--or 

have been--had time and circumstances allowed . I wonder how it would have 

felt to have been a knight during the reign of Richard The Lion-Hearted , or 

a buffalo hunter on the Great Plains in the days of Cochise? 

I've always seen television, at least my television , as a kind of magic 

wand. You can go places and do things that nobody in his right mind could 

ever pull off . For example, who among us has never wanted to visit Death 

Valley? Now there's a romantic name. Death Valley Scotty! The 20-mule 

team! All of that. Well, why not go? And not just as a visitor, but as a 

participant. 

So, in my new public television series, I played the role of a grizzled 

prospector struggling across the salt flats under the blazing sun , my only 

companion my faithful burro Flower . Who wouldn't like to do that? And what 

red-blooded male hasn ' t always secretly wanted to turn a few lapse at 

Indianapolis--the Brickyard--the home of the legendary 500? Why not? 

-more-
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So, seated in a magnificent million-dollar Dusenberg, in another of my new 

shows, dressed in the costume of an early Indy race driver, I raced against 

the heroic "Duke" Nalon, a real race driver of the Indy's glory days. What 

a gas! 

How 'bout playing the Devil, with cape and sinister Palm Beach hat, 

visiting night-time New Orleans for a little recreation and a field trip to 

see how sin is progressing on earth? we did, and I can tell you I began to 

feel that I was typecast as Satan by the end of the shoot. I loved it. As 

George Bernard Shaw said: "The Devil has all the best lines." 

Fantasies? No. Television is magic, and I love it. 

##### 

JEAN SHEPHERD'S AMERICA is produced for PBS by WGBH Boston and Creative 

Television Associates, with funding provided by public television stations. 
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Generic 

Humorist Jean Shepherd celebrates America's fancies and foibles when JEAN 

SHEPHERD'S AMERICA has its PBS premiere on Tuesday, April 16 at 10pm (check 

local listings). The 13- part, half-hour, weekly series features Shepherd in 

various guises as he visits places well-known and obscure to create "sensual 

essays" about our native land . 

In "Mosquitoes and Moon Pies ," the season premiere , Shepherd travels to 

Georgia's Okefenokee Swamp in search of his roots. He encounters the ghost 

of Tom Slade , Eagle Scout , among the mangroves, and pays homage to Walt 

Kelly and the Pogo gang. Floating on the murky waters of the Cambrian fen , 

Shepherd snares a pickerel "so big you don't dare look it in the eye"--all 

in a day's work for Swamp Man. 

"From Its Ice-cold Golden Depths Come the Echoes of Lost Battles , the 

Sound of Ancient Victories, the Noise of a Million Ballgames" is Shepherd's 

classic tribute to beer--thought by some to be " the only universal 

language." From the neighborhood tavern in Milwaukee to a fast-paced whirl 

through television beer commercials--"the folk music of our time"--Shepherd 

is commentator and guide to the richness and ritual surrounding the amber 

brew. Shepherd 's ode to mead airs Tuesday, April 23. 

What do the very, very wealthy have that you and I don't? When 

Shepherd infiltrates the ranks of the super-rich in "Filthy Rich at Last" on 

Tuesday, April 30, we join that exclusive and elusive monied society. 

Members only. 
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The lore and lure of the Old South are celebrated on Tuesday, May 7 i n 

"Bourbon and Major Wilkes ' Rocking Chair , " as Colonel Beauregard Shepherd 

sips a mint julep and muses on the graciousness and grandeur of days gone 

by: expansive fields of cotton bordered by crisp white fences , golden hone y 

ham and beaten biscuits and a Southern libation with "the kick of six 

mules . '' 

"A Bunch of the Boys Were Whooping It Up in the Malamute Saloon" and on 

Tuesday, May 14, Shepherd whoops it up a bit in the Flying Martini Bar . 

Where else but Alaska, where men " muck and moil for gold" and the univers al 

mode of transportation is pick-up truck (gun rack optional), snowmobile or 

dog sled. Ah , wilderness. 

By way of contrast , on Tuesday, May 21 "The Great American Tourist 

Trap" takes viewe rs to slightly more accessible sites : consider the Pa rrot 

Jungle, the Television Stars ' Hall of Fame , go- karts and tantaliz ing 

souvenir stands . From purple mountains' majesty to stuffed pandas , wish you 

were here ! 

True love can be hard to find--but on a cruise , there ' s always t he hope 

that " Cha-Cha Lessons on C Deck at 9am" will provide a chance to meet That 

Certain Someone . Romance reigns on TUesday, May 28, as Shepher d sails into 

the sunset . Bring your handkerchiefs . 

Flower, the burro , shares center stage with 01 ' Prospector Shepherd a s 

he wanders along the trail of the 49ers and encounters mirages (is that t he 

Sheik of Araby?) and cacti . " Down in Death Valley" airs TUesday, June 4. 

Where does Old Nick go when he has the weekend off? To New Orleans , t o 

indulge in the delights of the Bayou- -some of them legal. "The Devil on the 

Bayou, " airing TUesday , June 11, fits right in as he passes some time at the 

Old Absinthe Cafe , enjoys succ ulent oysters and a bottle of crisp white wine 

on a wrought-iron laced balcony in the French Quarter , and plays k azoo 

obligato with the Olympia Brass Marching Band . 
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In "Make School or Die ," airing Tuesday, June 18 , a snowbound Shepherd 

in search of the Old West of Saturday-matinee fame discovers that the motel 

is to Americans as the oasis is to desert nomads . But a motel so big it has 

its own zip code? 

On Tuesday , June 25, it ' s fantasy-fulfillment time as Shepherd 

supervises the assembly line where his Ford Mustang is taking form and 

climbs behind the dri ver's whee l of a 1924 Dusenberg to race none other than 

the legendary "Duke" Nalon in his 1929 Packard Touring Car at the Indy 500 . 

" I Love Cars- -So There, Ralph Nader!" is Shepherd's definitive statement on 

America ' s love of four-wheeled motion . 

Chicago boasts such native sons as Dave Garroway , Al Capone , Kukla, 

Fran and Ollie and Studs Terkel, who joins Shepherd in "Chicago , Chicago , 

That Toddlin ' Town, " airing Tuesday , July 2 . But oh, the conti nuing 

heartbreak of those White Sox! Shepherd roots, roots , roots for the home 

team at Comiskey Park--the place where hope springs eternal . 

Shepherd ' s final jaunt of the season takes him to Guam , in the West 

Pacific . What form will the spirit of America take in this tropical 

outpost? "Here Today, Guam Tomorrow" airs on Tuesday , July 9 . 

Funding for JEAN SHEPHERD ' S AMERICA is made possible by public 

television stations . The series is produced for WGBH Boston by Creative 

Television Associates . Series producers : Olivia Tappan and Leigh Brown . 

Executive producer : Fred Barzyk . 

February 1985 

Press contacts : 
Daphne Noyes 
617/492-2777 

Ellen Frey 
212/759-8851 
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Humorist Jean Shepherd toasts health and wealth in "Fi l t hy Rich at Last" 
(top), airing Tuesday, April 30 at 10pm on PBS (check local listings). On 
Tuesday, July 2 at 10pm, Shepherd roots for the home team at Comiskey. Park 
in "Chicago , Chicago, That Toddlin' Town . " JEAN SHEPHERD'S AMERICA is 
produced for PBS by WGBH Boston and Creative Television Associates. 
Photos: Olivia Tappan/Creative Television Associates. 



JEAN SHEPHERD'S AMERICA journeys to "The Great American Tourist Trap" 
{top) --a glorification of everything from stuffed pandas to scenic 
splendor--on Tuesday, May 21 at 10pm o n PBS {check local li~tings ) . 

Humorist Shepher d and racing great " Duke" Nalon prepare to take a toot 
around t he track in " I Love Cars, So There, Ralph Nader!," ai r ing Tuesday, 
June 25 at 10pm. JEAN SHEPHERD ' S AMERICA is produced f o r PBS by WGBH 
Boston and Creat ive Television Associates. Photos: Olivia Tappan/Creative 
Television Associates. 



Humorist Jean Shepherd muses over the g lory of days gone by when JEAN 
SHEPHERD ' S AMERICA ventures south of the Mason-Dixon line in "Bourbon and 
Maj or Wi lkes ' Rocking Chair ," airing Tuesday, May 7 at 10pm on PBS (check 
local listings) . JEAN SHEPHERD' S AMERICA is produced for PBS by WGBH 
Boston a nd Creative Television Associates. Photo: Olivia Tappan/Creative 
Television Associates. 



JEAN SHEPHERD'S AMERICA follows the winding trail of the 49ers as humorist 
Shepherd and his trusty burro, Flower, go "Down in Death Valley" (top), on 
Tuesday, June 4 at 10pm on PBS (check local listings). Shepherd spends a 
weekend with "The Devil on the Bayou" when the series makes a pilgrimage to 
New Orleans on Tuesday, June 11 at 10pm . JEAN SHEPHERD'S AMERICA is 
produced for PBS by WGBH Boston and Creative Television Associates. 
Photos: Olivia Tappan/Creative Television Associates . 
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Generic Description 

\!1 
Suggested 
Newspaper 
Listings 

In these humorous and affectionate television poems, humorist Jean Shepherd 
celebrates America in all its richness and diversity--from cars to candy, 
baseball to beer, motels to money. Each week a different aspect of our 
national psyche is explored as Shepherd travels to the Okefenokee Swamp, 
Death Valley, Milwaukee, the Old South, Miami, Detroit, Chicago, Guam and 
other far flung locations. The 13-part, half-hour series is produced for PBS 
by WGBH Boston and Creative Television Associates, with funding provided by 
public television stations. PBS airdate: Tuesdays at 10pm (check local 
listings). 

Tuesday, April 16, 10pm #201 

"Mosquitoes and Moon Pies" 

In the season premiere, humorist Jean Shepherd assumes the role of Swamp 
Man, searching for his roots--and a pickerel "so big you don't dare look it 
in the eye"--as JEAN SHEPHERD'S AMERICA visits the Okefenokee Swamp. 

Tuesday, April 23, 10prn #202 

"From Its Ice-cold Golden Depths Come the Echoes of Lost Battles, 
the Sound of Ancient Victories, the Noise of a Million Ballgames" 

Beer, considered by some to be the universal language, is the focus as JEAN 
SHEPHERD'S AMERICA travels to the archetypal neighborhood tavern in 
Milwaukee and presents a poetic pastiche of beer commercials--"the folk 
music of our time." 

-more-
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#203 

JEAN SHEPHERD'S AMERICA visits the rarefied atmosphere of the very , very 
rich. Has humorist Shepherd found a lifestyle he can become accustomed to? 
Stay tuned •••• 

Tuesday, May 7 , 10pm #204 

"Bourbon and Major Wilkes ' Rocking Chair" 

Spanish moss ••• stately mansions • • • a mint julep, fine cigar and the rocking 
chair on the veranda •• • the best of the Old South comes to life when JEAN 
SHEPHERD ' S AMERICA pays a visit . But wait--what ' s this about a peanut boil? 

Tuesday, May 14 , 10pm #205 

" A Bunch of the Boys Were Whooping It Up in the Malamute Saloon" 

Humorist Jean Shepherd "mucks and moils for gold ," whoops it up with the 
boys and discovers the truth about the Flying Martini Bar when JEAN 
SHEPHERD ' S AMERICA dons snowshoes and parka and heads for Alaska . 

Tuesday, May 21 , 10pm #206 

"The Great American Tourist Trap" 

What's the difference between scenic splendor and tacky trash? Very little, 
when humorist Jean Shepherd dons straw hat, ov ersized sunglasses and gaudy 
shirt to become a charter member of that teeming, thriving group : American 
tourists . JEAN SHEPHERD'S AMERICA goes from Parrot Jungle to Television 
Stars' Hall of Fame , and points between , in "The Great American Tour ist 
Trap ." 

TUesday , May 28 , 10pm #207 

" Cha- Cha Lessons on C Deck at 9am" 

The s.s . Emerald Sea pulls away from the dock in Miami with humorist Jean 
Shepherd among the lovelorn on board . Will true romance be found in this 
episode of JEAN SHEPHERD ' S AMERICA? 

-more-
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#208 

JEAN SHEPHERD'S AMERICA follows the trail of the 49ers as humorist Jean 
Shepherd and his trusty burro, Flower, wander among mirages and cacti. 

Tuesday, June 11, 10pm #209 

"The Devil on the Bayou" 

Humorist Jean Shepherd--as the devil--spends a weekend in New Orleans. You 
can see him playing chess ••• slurping oysters ••• or accompanying the Olympia 
Brass Marching Band on kazoo when JEAN SHEPHERD'S AMERICA joins "The Devil 
on the Bayou." 

Tuesday, June 18, 10pm #210 

"Make School or Die" 

Winter comes early to Big Sky Country as JEAN SHEPHERD'S AMERICA travels to 
the Old West, gets caught in a giant snowstorm without skid chains and seeks 
refuge in the Versailles of motels. 

Tuesday, June 25, 10pm #211 

"I Love Cars, So There, Ralph Nader!" 

What a red-blooded car fanatic wouldn't give to supervise the assembly of 
his own car or hop into a 1924 Dusenberg and take a lap around the 
Indianapolis 500 track in the company of racing great "Duke" Nalon. 
Humorist Jean Shepherd does all this and more when JEAN SHEPHERD'S AMERICA 
starts the engine. 

-more-
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#212 

What's Chicago? It's the White Sox; Dave Garroway; the White Sox; Kukla, 
Fran and Ollie--and of course, the White Sox. Humorist Jean Shepherd is 
joined by Chicagoan Studs Terkel in a celebration of The Windy City. 

Tuesday, July 9, 10pm #213 

"Here Today, Guam Tomorrow" 

Humorist Jean Shepherd continues his search for the spirit of America in 
the West Pacific as JEAN SHEPHERD'S AMERICA visits Guam. 
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