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IT RUNS IN THE FAMILY

It's going to be a hot summer at the Parker house--and not just because of the
temperature. Their outlandish new neighbors, the teeming Bumpus family, instigate a
war with Dad (CHARLES GRODIN), who even enlists the family dog (BARKLEY) to
single-handedly take on the Bumpus bloodhdunds. Young Ralphie (KIERAN
CULKIN) is engaged in a battle of his own with the neighborhood bully, although his
is not a war of words or of fists, but rather a duel to the death with spinning killer tops.
Not to be left out of the fray, Mom (MARY STEENBURGEN) becomes the first
member of the family to spend time in the "pokey” when she leads the "great gravy

boat rebellion." Meanwhile, the whole town is on a mission to catch their portion of
the unappetizing-sounding crappie fish, the only kind to survive in the town's polluted
lake. 1t is a summer of triumphs, defeats and, most frustrating of all, ties.

Charles Grodin ("Beethoven," "Midnight Run"), Kieran Culkin ("Nowhere to
Run") and Academy Award winner Mary Steenburgen ("Philadelphia,” "Back to the
Future III") star in this delightful family comedy. MGM's top dog, Barkley, the
lovable Jack Russell terrier who has won the hearts of moviegoers in "Clean Slate," is
the film's canine co-star. Returning to the nostalgic world of the holiday favorite "A
Christmas Story," IT RUNS iN THE FAMILY takes another glimpse into the lives of
the Parker family during one memorable summer.

Reuniting the creative team behind "A Christmas Story," IT RUNS IN THE
FAMILY is based on the novels of Jean Shepherd, who returns as "The Narrator."
The film was directed by Bob Clark and produced by René Dupont from a screenplay

by Clark, Jean Shepherd and Leigh Brown.



Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer presents IT RUNS IN THE FAMILY, a Bob Clark
film, starring Charles Grodin, Kieran Culkin and Mary Steenburgen. The film was
produced by René Dupont and executive produced by Jean Shepherd. Bob Clark
directed from a screenplay by Jean Shepherd & Leigh Brown and Bob Clark, based on
the novels by Shepherd.

ABOUT THE PRODUCTION

Just over a decade ago, movie audiences were first introduced to the Parker
family in MGM's heartwarming family film "A Christmas Story." In the years that
followed, the Parkers' unforgettable Christmas became a perennial holiday favorite of
families everywhere, selling over 500,000 copies on videocaséette and enjoyed by
millions in annual television airings.

The director of that first film, Bob Clark, immediately began planning a sequel
that would again be based on the writings of popular humorist Jean Shepherd. "It's
always a labor of love with Shepherd's work," he states. "He has an innate ability to
find universal themes, but his genius is in his skewed, almost demonic view of
childhood--quite mad, but nonetheless affectionate. There remained an abundance of
excellent material for a sequel...though this really isn't a sequel; it's rather stories from
the same source woven together.”

The film marks a reunion of the talent behind "A Christmas Story," with René
Dupont producing and Jean Shepherd and his wife Leigh Brown collaborating with

Clark on the screenplay to recreate the delightfully nostalgic world of the Parkers.






In addition to co-writing the film, Jean Shepherd provided another link to the
first installment, as he once again is heard as the voice of Ralphie as an adult.

The cast also included four-legged actors, with the story calling for the very
talented--albeit small--canine Barkley to be pitted against a team of 10 bloodhounds.
"We had to find dogs that not only worked together well, but could ad—libl,“ dog trainer
Roger Schumacher says, managing to keep a straight face. "The filmmakers added
new dog gags every day.”

To film the exteriors for IT RUNS IN THE FAMILY, the cast and crew
travelled to the same Cleveland, Ohio location that had previously been seen as the
Parkers' hometown. "We wanted to keep the same visual style as "A Christmas
Story,” notes producer René Dupont.

To their delight, the filmmakers were able to secure the very same house to
serve as the Parker residence, although their joy almost proved premature. In the ten
years between the two films, the "Parker house" had passed through many hands and,
in the words of production designer Harry Pottle, "had literally been trashed.” The
house looked more like the home of the hillbilly Bumpuses.

While the formidable task of refurbishing the Parkers' house got underway, the
home that would be that of the hillbilly Bumpuses was being composed--or rather
decomposed--from the ground up on a nearby vacant lot. Their home is a deliberate
disaster, a marvel of sagging porch, broken windows, rotting walls and roof, and a
front yard that is littered with junkyard rejects. Pottle modelled his design on homes he
had seen in the Smoky Mountains, and the crew had a great deal of fun constr_ucting the
"breakaway" house.

Cleveland also provided the group'of five theatres, known collectively as
Playhouse Square, which served as the film's Orpheum Theatre, Built in the early
1920s, they capture the grand movie palace style of the days before the advent of

television.



The 1940s atmosphere also extended to the streets where over 100 antique cars,
dating from the 1920s to the 1940s, were gathered for use as background. Vintage
models of Packards, Hudsons, Pierce Arrows, Studebakers, Model A and Model T
Fords, as well as Chevrolets, Buicks and Oldsmobiles and trucks of all types were
driven by their real owners in IT RUNS IN THE FAMILY.

All in all, a tremendous amount of work went into peeling away five decades of
progress, from street lights, to television antennas, to period wardrobe for every cast
member and extra. Costume designer Betty Pecha Madden got help from an
unexpected source when Mary Steenburgen lent an authentic touch to her own
wardrobe. Helping to clean out her Aunt Lillian's attic, Steenburgen came upon two
hats that turned out to be perfect, "I wear them both in the movie,” she reveals.

"They helped me to feel more of a connection to the period than a 'costume’ would
have.”

IT RUNS IN THE FAMILY's interiors were ﬁlmedlat Carolco Studios in
Wilmington, North Carolina. The fishing sequences were accomplished at a lake near
the town of Bergaw, North Carolina in an area known as the Blueberry Hill
Campground.

While in Wilmington, two members of the crew decided to take the name of the
film at face value. Editor Stan Cole and script supervisor Sandra Marley were married
on the lake location set near Wilmington, North Carolina, with the entire cast and crew
in attendance and several members of the company also getting into the act. Bob Clark
gave the bride away, Mary Steenburgen was her Matron of Honor, and Kieran and
Christian Culkin shared duty as ring bearers.

One of the story's main conflicts arises out of Ralphie's quest to find a
champion spinning top, with which to defeat the neighborhood bully. The filmmakers
were fortunate to find Judith Schulz's Spinning Top Exploratory Museum in

Burlington, Wisconsin, in addition to Judith herself who served as the film's top






ABOUT THE CAST

CHARLES GRODIN (The Old Man) has enjoyed a successful and extremely
multi-faceted career, encompassing work as an acclaimed actor, director, producer,
author, screenwriter and playwright.

A favorite of movie audiences, Grodin starred in the comedy blockbuster
"Beethoven," in which he squared off with a beguiling St. Bernard. He more recently
reprised his role in the hit sequel "Beethoven's 2nd." He has also had memorable
starring roles in such diverse films as "The Heartbreak Kid," "Midnight Run,"
"Heaven Can Wait," “Real Life," "Seems Like Old Times," "It's My Turn" and
"Heart and Souls." His additional credits include "Rosemary's Baby," "Catch-22," "11
Harrowhouse," "Thieves," "King Kong," "The Great Muppet Caper," "Movers and
Shakers," which was adapted from his own play, and "Clifford," also starring IT
RUNS IN THE FAMILY castmate Mary Steenburgen.

Grodin has also made an impressive mark on the small screen, starring in such
telefilms as "The Grass is Always Greener Over the Septic Tank" and "Just Me and
You," the mini-series "Fresno" and the special "Love, Sex and Marriage,” which he
also wrote. He also starred in the ACE-nominated cable shows "Grown-ups" and
"Charley's Aunt." |

Behind the camera, Grodin directed the Emmy-winning " Acts of Love and
Other Comedies" and produced and directed the Emmy-nominated special "Paradise."”
He also won an Emmy for Best Writing for "The Paul Simon Special" and wrote and
directed "The Simon and Garfunkel] Special."”

On stage, Grodin was honored with an Quter Critics Circle Award for his work
in the Broadway production of "Same Time, Next Year," and has also been seen on

Broadway in "Tchin Tchin" and "Absence of a Cello.” In addition, he won numerous



.accolades for his one-man show, "An Evening With Charles Grodin" and his off-
Broadway musical satire "Hooray! It's a Glorious Day...And All That." His extensive
repertoire includes work both on stage and backstage in such plays as "Lovers and
Other Strangers™ {(director); "Unexpected Guests" and the long-running "Thieves"
(producer and director); "11 Harrowhouse" (co-writer and star); "Movers and Shakers"
(Co-producer, writer and star); and "Price of Fame" (writer and star).

Grodin has also authored the books How I Get Through Life and the

autobiographical It Would Be So Nice If You Weren't Here.

MARY STEENBURGEN (Mom) was honored with an Academy Award for
Best Supporting Actress for her performance in Jonathan Demme's "Melvin and
Howard," a comedy about a chance meeting with the late billionaire recluse Howard
Hughes. She more recently starred in two of the most honored films of last year:
"Philadelphia,” the compelling and timely drama about AIDs, which reunited her with
Demme; and the offbeat sleeper hit "What's Eating Gilbert Grape?."

Steenburgen made.an avspicious feature film debut, starring opposite Jack
Nicholson in the comedic Western "Goin' South.” She then starred with Malcolm
McDowell in the fantasy thriller "Time After Time," in which she played a
contemporary woman who falls for the time-traveliing H.G. Wells and opts to return to
the past to stay with him. She would later reverse the order of time travel, portraying a
159th-Century teacher who comes "Back to the Future” in the third installment of that
mega-hit film franchise.

She has also earned acclaim for her work in such outstanding films as Milos
Forman's "Ragtime," Woody Allen's "A Midsummer Night's Sex Comedy," Martin
Ritt's "Cross Creek," in which She starred as Pulitzer Prize-winning author Marjorie

Kinnan Rawlings, and Ron Howard's "Parenthood.” Her additional film



credits include "Romantic Comedy," "One Magic Christmas,"” "The Whales of
August,” "End of the Line,” "Dead of Winter," "Miss Firecracker," "The Butcher's
Wife" and "Clifford," also starring Charles Grodin. Steenburgen will next be seen
starring in the film "Pontiac Moon."

On television, Steenburgen earned an Emmy Award nomination for her
portrayal of Miep Gies in "The Attic: The Hiding of Anne Frank." She also won a
British Broadcasters Guild Award for her work in the BBC/Showtime adaptation of F.
Scott Fitzgerald's "Tender is the Night,"

Born in Arkansas, Steenburgen moved to New York where she began acting in
the theatre. Though her career ultimately became primarily devoted to features, she
returned to the stage to star in the London revival of Phillip Barry's "Holiday" and the

1993 Broadway presentation of George Bernard Shaw's "Candida."”

KIERAN CULKIN (Ralphie Parker) recently gained the attention of both
audiences and eritics as thé courageous young Mookie in the action thriller “Nowhere
to Run," in which he starred with Jean-Claude Van Damme and Rosanna Arquette.

Born in New York City, Kieran made his stage debut nearly a decade ago as
one of the title characters in Laura Gardiner's "Bach Babies" at the Symphony Space.
That served as preparation for a Jong stint as The Light Opera of Manhattan's resident
drummer boy/train bearer/midshipmite in the Gilbert and Sullivan repertoire.

At the age of seven, he made the transition from the stage to the screen with the
role of Fuller McAllister, the little bed-wetting cousin in the blockbuster hit "Home
Alone." He later reprised that 1ole in the sequel "Home Alone 2: Lost in New York,"
and has also been seen in two additional hit comedies, "Only the Lonely," and "Father

of the Bride," starring Steve Martin.






thriller "Black Christmas." He also co-wrote and directed the comedy "“Loose
Cannons," starring Gene Hackman and Dan Ackroyd, and directed, co-wrote and
produced "From the Hip." Most recently, he directed the Turner Network Television

presentation of Arthur Miller's "The American Clock."

RENE DUPONT (Producer) has collaborated several times with Bob .Clark,
most notably on the award-winning films "A Christmas Story" and "Murder by
Decree." In addition, Dupont and Clark have worked together on "Turk '182!,“ "Loose
Cannons" and "From the Hip."

Dupont has also worked with several other outstanding directors, including
Charlie Chaplin, Stanley Kubrick, Joseph Losey, Robert Aldrich, Richard Brooks, John
Guillerman, Peter Hall and Peter Yates.

His additional film credits include "Collision Course,"” "Silver Dream Racer,"
"The Lady Vanishes," "The Uncanny,” "Lord Jim,” "The Blue Max," "Perfect

Friday," "Murphy's War" and "Shaft in America."

. JEAN SHEPHERD (Co-writer/Narrator) co-wrote the screenplays for both "A
Christmas Story” and IT RUNS IN THE FAMILY, as well as creating the stories on
which they are based. He also prbvides another link between the two films, as he again
narrates the story as the voice of the adult Ralph Parker.

One of the leading humorists of our time, Shepherd's multi-generational appeal
has been proven in books and magazines, on radio and on the stages of college
campuses across the country. In addition, he has sold out Carnegie Hall a2 remarkable
four times with his singular style of sharing stories and observations.
| He authored the books /n God We Trust, All Others Pay Cash, Wanda Hickey's

Night of Golden Memories, The Ferrari in the Bedroom, and A Fistful of Fig Newtons.
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On television, he most recently worked with director Bob Clark on the Tumer
Network Television presentation of Arthur Miller's "The American Clock." His
additional credits include the network projects "Catch Me If You Can," "Deadly
Relations,"” "Coming Soon" and "The Alf Christmas Special,” the 1992 season of
HBO's series "Dream On," and the USA Cable films "White Lie" and "Murder 101."

HARRY POTTLE (Production Designer) has previously collaborated with Bob
Clark and/or René Dupont on several films, including "Loose Cannons," "Collision
Course,” "Turk 182!" and "Murder by Decree.” His additional credits include "The
Big Sleep," "The 39 Steps” and "Stand Up Virgin Soldiers." .

A native of England, Pottle attended art school outside London and, after
graduating, landed a drafting job at Denham Studios. After serving in the Navy during
World War I, he held a series of jobs, eventually becoming chief draftsman at
Pinewood Studios. He worked his way up to designer and includes among his earliest

credits the classic television series "The Avengers."

BETTY PECHA MADDEN (Costume Designer) recently designed the
costumes for the Disney feature "Iron Will." She also worked on three prestigious
projects for Turner Network Television: "The American Clock,” directed by Bob
Clark; "Cooperstown" and "The Water Engine."

Madden has worked with pop superstar Michael Jackson on his films "Captain
Eo" and "Moonwalker.” She includes among her additional credits "Her Life as a
Man," "Girls Just Want to Have Fun," "Beastmaster I & I1," "Vamp,"” "Open All
Night," "Triumph of a Man Called Horse," "Percy and Thunder,"” "Heart of Justice"

and "Desire and Hell at Sunset Motel."
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