First in a series
Jean Shepherd Center fulfills
dream of more community
activities for Hessville

In the late 1990s, com-
munity groups in ITam-
mond's Hessville neighbor-
hood began looking for
Ways to increase activities
for children and families
living in this southeastern
areaof the citv.

Among the items on the
cominuiily's "wish Hst"
wWelre I.EH'.'I:I.I..J.J.E SPECES A
well as LILdlipE,edumliun-
al and athletic vpportuni-
ties, said Curl Vosti, ad-
uistrator uf Uie Ham-
mond Parks and Recre-
arion Department.

“"The commitree formed
autr of Onr Lady of Perper-
ual Help Church. Then
Mike Koharczyk of OLPH
hranght in rhe Northweer
Indiana Federation nf
Tnterfaith Organizations
They bronught their ideas
ta the parks department
and we began look-
ing at available fa-
cilities for a com-
munity center,”
Vosti cand,

When 1t was de-
rermined that na
existing facihity
could tulfill the

In the summer of 2001,
the ITammond City Coun-
cil added it’s approval of
the project and that fall
the Hammond City Coun-
cil OK'd a $2.7 million
bond issue to build the
facility.

"There is no impact on
taxpravers because the
bonds are payable with
paming revenues,"”
Vusti said.

Constructiun began in
thie [all of 2001 o thie La-
ciliry-designed hy Garcia
L.E. & Associares of Ham-

needs, the idea of
building a new
coHmumunity center
emerged,

"The mayor was
brought in early and ex-
pressed support for the
new facility," Vosti noted.

Petitions and surveys
followed and Dowling Park
was selected as the site for
this new community center
because it had large
amounts of open space
that was not being con-
tained and a good location
just off Keanedy Avenue at
the Borman Expressway.
The community center also
dovetailed with Ham-
mond's masterplan for it's
parks, Vosti said.

Computers inside center

mond, with Harker Con-
struction of Crown Point as
the general contractor.

The grand opening of
the 41,000-square foot
Jean Shepherd Communmnity
Center at Hessville's Dowl
ing Park on Saturday,
March 15, fulfills the
dream the community en-
visioned as the Hammond
Parks and Recreation De-
partment unveils its
newest community center.

Located on the south
end of Dowling Park, the
Jean Shepherd Center
honors one of Hammond's
pative sons. Shepherd, who
erew up in Hessville, went
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on to fame as the writer of
tales about "Ilohman,
Indiana” in such books as
*In God We Trust, All Oth-
ers Pay Cash” and the
screen play for a holiday
movie classic " A Christmas
Story". Nestled in a pictur-
esque area of the park, the
Jean Shepherd Center sits
next o a wee-lined pond
that will be used for sum-
mer-time fishing and ice
fishing as well as winter
ice skating. Tnside the
communiry center is a
33,000 v.quare fonr gym
rhar fea-
nires rwo

| regulation-
| size hasket.
ball courts
with a vol-

| leyball
court 1n he.
Iween. The
entire gym
can also be
converted
into a tull-

33 ﬂﬂﬂ sq- fgym oo indoor

coccer field.
In additian, a 1/10th mile
walking/running track
rings the gym, Special pro-
tective dasher boards sepa-
rate the walkers and run
ners from the action on the
gym floor.,

The remaining 8,000
square feet include office
and reception space, a
computer lab, an arts and
crafts room, classrooms, a
small excrcise room, a
large multi-purpose arca
that can seat up to 125
and can be divided into
three smaller areas and
a kitchen.

“The possibilities of us-
ing this space for so many
activities are limitless."
Sue Rzeszut, building man-
ager said. "We see the
Jean Shepherd Center as a
wital meeling place like
the Civic Center,”
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Whether you enjoy bas-
kethall, ice skating, arls
and crafts. sledding or
g, the Jean Shep-
herd Community Center ai
Diwwling Park in Hom
mond's Hessville neighbor-
hood is the place to bo,

This newest Hammond
packs department facility
officinlly opens v Satur-
day, March 15 wiih o day-
long colebration that in-
eludes tours, sports climics,
musical entertainment and
an official dedication at 4
am. Named for the nation-
ally-known writer and
Hammaond native Jean
Sheplierd, the center will
offer o vast arrsy of indoor
und gutdour wclivities,

Bisile in the southern
soction of Dowling Park,
the 40,000 suire foal cen.
ter ddyoins o tree-ned
pond where visitors will be
ubile to [ish gl] vear long as
well s jve skiate during
the winter months.

Semndin a se*ies
Jean Shepherd Center offers
lots of indoor, outdoor activities

i.lll!t!uuﬁ

*This can be used by
senior vitizens, [or cxam:
ple, who want to walk and
then have their coffee and
donuis out on the patio,”
Breszut sabd.

In addition to the Jean
Shepherd Community Ceri-
tet. the wide open spaces
of Drowling's new shedding
luil] are located dearby.
The hill provides a safe
ploce for outdoor enthusi-
psts of all ages Othier il
door park facilities include
tennis courts, soccer fields
and playpround equdpment.

Inside the center isa
13,000-zquare foot gymna-
sinm that feanimes two reg-
ilation sized baskerhall
courts witly a valleyball
court i berwean. The en-
tire gy [oor can also be
converted info a full-sized
indoor soccer fiald. On the
vuiside of the gym floor i<
a Vilh mile walking/run-

"We hope tu bave
fishing derbics and oo
skating parties on this
pond,” said Sue
Rzesvut, building man.
ager of the Jean Shep-
herd Center Pluce. |

Menie tables will be

niclers
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while e - -
I al fresce. Alse [acing
the pond fsa T0Foer wiile
patio Hghred by antique
sivle street lamps on which
center visitors will be ahle
v sit and enjoy their
snncks and heverages.

When 1he weather permits,

30 b 20 Gt deck will
be added overlooking
the pond to extend the
eonter's aicess o the

ning track which can be
uzed sven while the courts
aret oocupied because of a
sprescial protective barrier
called dasher boards,

Thee facility will have
apen gym hones aol will
alzo be avallable for rent.
Reeseut sald she's looking

forward o sipning up
lengues 1o play soccer,
baskethall

volleyhall an

A cricket pitch in located
in Dowling Parl, just out-
side the Jean Shepherd
Communily Center. The
cricket pitch arca was cie-
ated because of commieni-
iy involvement. A group re-
quested it because the
nearest cricked facility is
in Barrington, 11,

“We ll:lu-kil'lj‘ f:lrhal‘l.l Lo

Thar new Jean Shepherd Center gym in-
cludes two baskothall courts

hringing cricket hack to
this area this spring,” safd
Curt Vost, administrator
af the Hammand Parks and
Fecreation Department.

The remaindar of the
centar's 8,0ksguare foor
indoor space includes of-
fices, classroomys aml a
Larges multi- parpuse poam
which can sear 125 apd has
an adjoecent kitchen.

A B-station computer
room is ai:eaii} SeTuUp and
will be apen all day un Sat-
urday, March 15 during the
dedicarion, Internet access
will be available this sum:
mer and the swaif is cur-
rently developing policics
and procedurss for the In-
ternet use. Evenrualle 12
computer stations will be
wvailable, and Rzeszur said
she plany to offer o home-
work center bepe whope
students can get help with
their stadies. Computer
classes will also be offered,
she said.

An arts and crafis room
will provide space for
classes. Currently arts and
crafts classes for children
and coramics and scrap-
booking cliasses are

planned, The LACARRE
Are League is working with
the parks deparrment o
exhibit artworks through
ot the new huilding.

Other classrooms can be
vsedd for a variety of activi-
ties, including possible
Spanish language courses,
martial arts classes, book
dubs.WHt:ng workshops
and cake decorat-
g classes,

"Wir've already
had six lnguiries
about reoting

| space at the cen-
ter,” Rzeszur sald.
The multi-pur-
povse room could
be used for haby
showers, small
wedding recep-
tions, business af-
ter hours meetings and
mech moee, Rzesur said.

In addirion, the gym
will be the site of 3 oum-
her of different shows, in-
cluding the city’s popular
Hunting and Fishing Shaw
and art shows. Arrange-
ments are baing made now |
tar revipeany the LACARRE
Art League's Interpational |
Cultural Fesi a1 the Shep-
herd Center in 20004, The
fest, which for 30 years was
hield in the parking lot of
Mearton High School, was
discontinued n 2002,

“We're exclted about
hringing the Fost back in
parmership with LACARRE,"
Vistd =ald,

A small exereise room
will provide fitness and
aerahics as well as nurri-
tional assistance, although
the Hammond Clvie Cen-
ter remains the place for
major exercise workours
and swimming.

*The Jean Shepherd
Center should be a bee-
hive of activity,” Rzesail
said. "The public will tell
us what thiey want here.”

In fact. a special sugges
tinn bux will be set up dur-

ing Sanirday’s grand vpen:
ing and visitors are encour-
aged 1o voice their chivices
lor cenrer activities.
Following Saturday's dedi
cation, the regular center
hours will be from 7 a.m. to
3 p.m: Mondeys and

Ste Rresrul knows
Hammand's Hessville sec-
tion, and will put thar
knowledge to gowd use gz
the luilding manager for
the new Jean Shepherd
Communily Center in
Prwling Mark.

*1 prew up in Hessville
ared went to Our Lady of
Perpetual Help School and
Gavit,” said Rzeszur, who
jeined the Himmond Parks
Department about ane
month ago alter working for
14 years with the YMCA,

The mother of four and
grandmother of eight,
Rzeszut said she |5 looking

|| forward to the beehive of

activity the Shepherd Cen-
ot will become. She ex.
pects her owa family ta be
among those enjoving the
facilitres.

*I waz forrunate enough
to be accepted for this joh,®
she said. *T'm very excited
abond opening this fusiliog®

As building manggor,
Rzeszut will oversee all the
programs and activities,
rentals and staff ar the
Shepherd Center. Her stafi

ager, an office manager and
several part-rime employ:
ees include a receprionist
and clas instructors. In ad-
dititn the boilding will
include the office of Ham-
mond Recreation Suparvi-
sor, Harmld Full

"This butlding i3 a facility
r that provides a creative,

will include a building man-

Tuesdays; 7 am, 1o 10 pomn.
ont Wednesdays through
Fridays: and 7 am. o B
o on Saturdays, While
thiere are no regular Son.
day hours, there will be
Sunday hours for nrgan
ized Teagues

Center building director
brings experience to new role

L
S Fowna, Corwchior o) Je: Shwitvend

athletic and intellectual
nutlet in the community,”
she said, "It's part of the
park deparmment’s goal of
providing programming
for all the cuzens of
Hammond.”

[Join the

Hammond Parks

and Recreation Depart-
ment on Saturday,
March 15 for the grand
apening and dedication
of the Jean Shepherd
Community Center at
Diowling Park, Eennedy
Avenue and 180794,
Larly moming walkers
et gather from 7 tn Saun,
for a sunrise walk fol.
lowed by & eontinental
breakfast The official
dedication and [Tag rais
Ing ceremany begins at 9
A, Ruilding tours, upen
gym hours, live music,
Flinics anid fitness
demonsirations will bo
just part of the octivitics
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GIORATHEY EANESHERHERD
COMMUNITYAGENTER®

It takes a team to
keep Hammond parks
running smoothly

= i - _ R
Racteation Stafl - lonndtar Bacing, Lona Valsdes, Roy Ortie,
Harodd Hudl, and Ledoy Harvwell Jr,

Aalntenance Stalf - Bruch Willlems, Enrgis Igartua,
Tonowan, Mark Delfls, and Tom Rels

Providing safe snd enjoy-

abl recreational opportuni-

res for Hamumond tesidents in

the city's 45 urban parks and
facilitics requires the talents

af 56 people whn wirk for the

Hammand Parksand Reoe-
atipn Department,
Headed by Cury Vostl,

Administrartor, the Hammaond

Parks Theparemeny is dividad
into four divisions - adminis-
rration, meintenance, facili-
thewand recrearion. And the
eoordinated offorrs of these
groups help keep the vear-
around park programs run:
ning smoothly.

Thse adminisrranive safi
peovides direction for all the
many park programs of fered
in Hammand and coacdingres

the apenide of new park facli:
vt snck as the Jean Shopherd

Cammuniry Center in
Hazeville's Dhowling Park,

which afficially opens this Sat-
trdany, Moeewh 15, [n addition 1o

Vet the adsmimisracive siail

inchides Annisha Patrick, Rar

lene Burfieid. Glona Kesiin

sky, Sun Demaree, and Phyllis

Samann, The sdmamistrative

oifices [or the packs and recre-

ation department are hioused
in the Civie Center at 5325
Lah| Ave.

Superintendent Tom Rels
Arheads the maintenance di-
vision, vhdeh Inclodes mainre
nance workers, crafismen and
engineering staff, Thar ciry's
threa peagraphic mreas -
nerth, cenoral and soo); -
Ieve parks which &re main,
tainid by gtaff umder the di
recthon of three arca supervi-
sors. Mark DelHie, Rick Egar-
tua and Jesan Donovan serve
s the area superrisors, with
thee assistance of Druce
Williams who is tha load may
ter craltaman and Mike

Arnold, wha terves as the
bullding engineer for both the
Civic Center and the Fenn
Shepherd Community Center
Amang the wide rasge of
dutisy perfarmod by the main-
tenance division are eegular
repair and cleanup of the

momls; checking snd main-
taining the giy’s four cutdoor
prark pooks and tha two indoor
paals ar the Civic Center and
Dgden Sirest Pool: mainrais-
tng the bike 1rail and play-
ground eepuipment and doing
rondne chechs in sach parck
foe zafery concerm, In bad
winter weather, the maloe-
minde crews als help the
citys departmeny of streets
wiie] saniration with mwow remins

Special events in the city
reqquire special arrentiom Al
though crews work five diys o
week ou a regular basis, “we
adfust ger schedule around
city activitles,” Reds sald,
Thuse spreclal evonts inchide
the Harrkson Park Fourth of
July celebration and this wesk-
anl's dedicatlon of the Jean
Shepherd Communiry Center,

*Planning on o month Lo
matith ard year to yedr hasis
Teolps es provide consistien:
and seamless acrivities in o
parks,” Reis said. "Everything
we d0 i3 consistent with the
avor's vision fur optimiziog
our resources and groviding
services for our cliizens. This
planming also lielps us utilize
taxpayers” dollars (o provide
iuality services,”

All e conuuupity centeTs
i Humeoed offer a varietr of
recreatimii] facilities and pres
fzrems umsder the gooedlngtion of
enter directors, o idiion w
supervising the dery 1o day oper-
iy oof hicse comnees and their
sruffs, e dlrorturs uviisee
reritaks of (he progorines and
wpecial evenils it thetr faclines,

Vet Gawne heads np
the Hammond Clvic Cenrer,
which includes the swimming
il Titneaa cenel, gymmnsi
nm prid meeing vesms Breo.
da Dnehl s asslsied by Sheilo
Iitssey codinate actvitices
& the Ogden Street Pool, and
Sie Heeszut |5 the Center DI
rector of the new Jean Shep
herd Commurin Center ot
Dowling e

The many retrestional pro-
grems il gvests offered by
i Hammond Parks
Doparrment (e organ-
keod amd ngreralied by
the: recresstion division,
headed b Harald Hubl,
Recreaion Supervisor

a

eater Conrdinater; Lona
Valadez, Pools Coardinaior
und Roy Oeriy, Environmental
Eduation Coordinatos

Lis andditlon 1o the areay of
summumer arts and erafrs and

spurts cducation programs at
thie cilyv's parks, the recreation
division eriganires weskend
sports programs for adulis and
children, might swimming at
high school pooly, uclovities al
the parks’ skaring rinks and
the adulr basketball league.
This division also cotrdinsies
prermitg for use of park fields
and {acilities.

Special events nre anvther
part of this division's resposs-
bilities, including this Sarur-
ility’s grand opening of the
Jean Shepherd Community
Cinmter and the wpoominy First
Annial Pampered Woman
Show {rom 10 a.m. 1o & pan
Samrday, March 29, und Sun-
iy, March 30, at thie Han
md Chrie Center. This show
welll feature fashion showsy,
demonstrativis of scif-defense
technigues aod cooking, free
piples aond door prizes.

Thie revreatlon dlivision al-
w0 purtners with groups in the
city bo help provide such pro-
grams as hallmom daneing
wnil corsd partles for senfor
citurens, and the Harrison
Fark Fourth af July parade
and celebiration

Au imtegral part of the
Hammond Farks and Recre:
wtion Department toam is the
Hammond ark Doard, Vost
said.  The Hanmrud Park
Nopard sets policy purarielors

uinl sivpport for the directions |

we wibl 10 take the depirt:
o, Vosti suid, " We do o

reciate their suppurtk wnd
ok for thelr guadaiee ™

In adadivion to Mayor

Thuene Dedelow Jr, the park
hiard includes Craig Kowris,
president; the Rev. Antonio
Dapgett 5r., vice president:
Rick Brymnt, treasurer; and
Gorrard Tormes, secretary.
The purk board meets on the
sevrind Tuesday of each moaith.

Get your
el ¥
Passport
to park
Ll R
facilities
A new program indtiated
by the Hommuoed Purks and
Recrearion Deparrment will
naw allow members of boe
COmmnITY center 1o use the
faciliries a1 all three centers.
The *Passport to the
Parks" program gives rosl
dents membership to the
Civie Center, Ogdon Smroet
Pool and the new Joan Shep
herd Community Comter in

Hammond's Déwling Park.
"1t's bazed on the idea

| tharif you are a member of

Qo COMMENiNY conter, yon're
a member of all and enn pur-
ticipate tn any program the
centers affer,” said Hue
Breszut, Center THrectoeof
the Shephernd center

Earh Coner affers
varkety of activiiies and has
tes ot fee structune and
membership benefite. Howew.
o, GAEE i Person hak an i
fl merbership to the Clvic
Cemer, for cxample, be o shie
can go 1a classes at the Shep
herd Center withomr payiig
another membership foe. The
Opdden Street indoor poal Facil-
iry, at the formar YWCA
bilding, featuses year round
swimming lewsans fur chilifron
s young a5 2 and aguatic pro-
praems for senlorsas young as
thoy wint o b Tt bon, b part
of the l'am.j:n:ﬂ Program.

Lfang the Passport
the only cost would De the foe
for thio specifii class,
or Betivity, Breeus sud,

“This i4'm wiry to tie all of
the park progrums together
ax nne family, ooe " she
nated, *The park program
goal is ta provide program-
ming for all of Hammond's
cirizens.*

= r—

eity’s parks, meluding grass
CUTIN: AR nunl:u.'ﬂs trom 2
arcas of the parks zind facih
tes whers walking, biking and
driving occur; mauaining

the hasaball wnd softball dia-

Asyiering Hull are
Lemme [larwell Jr,
Spmrty Coardinator
Jenniler Dasing, Spe-
cink evanycommunity

o Center Malmterance - Mok Arnodd, John Pia, Mike
setcade, Ed Misdia, snd Roy Speeiman

! iz ==
Maintonance Departmont stall
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Honoring one of

Hammond’s native sons

Whemn rhe Jean Shepherd

Community Center offlelad
Ly prens fns dooes on Samur
dlay, the dedication will
lemar ong of Hammmoml's
st famous rarve sons,
The suggestion o name

this center alter Hils famaons

writer, humeirlst and radio
ety was mede by
Rick Bryanr, tressurer of
the Hammondd Park Board
] @ logtakinee Shepdead fan,

Jesan Shepherd grew up
1 Hommnogid's Hessvilla
nelghborbood. During 1he
19206 and 1330s, the Shep
herd farmily lved ag 2907
v uned S, Jean al
tended Harding Elemesn:
tary School and Moston Ju-
tilar High Scheol, and grad-
wrate] froom Hamemond High
Schond In 1939,

It was this eea and this
place that provided so
ikl imaterial for Slep-
herd's later rales about
growing up kn *da Region®,

Ares residents eastly Idenrd-
[y and understand his pny

résferences 1o "Flick's Tay.
ermn® on Kennedy Avenie,

e aren's steel mdlls aimd ofl
tefineries, ard te Wiarren G,

Hardlng Elemenrary
School. He aliso wrote Li-
metvialy abin the
miamy prersonali des
e encoimnersd
growing up in the
ciry e called  "Holwsan,
Initlama™,

After serving ln rhe U8,

Amy's Slgral Corps durfng

World War [1, Shephard
atrended Indlana Undversi-
v and dven moved 1o
Clneinmard, (i, whese he
beaime s radlo show host,
Driaringg 11ls i 10 Clisedn-
nat, he also srarted a TV
sviw callen) "Resr Bummper®.

Lateer Shepherd e
aresident of New York Clry
al oneof that clty's lead-
ing raconteass on radio sta.
tion WOR, His wrlings In-
eluded Nls most famdes
work, the popular movie
“A Christmas Swony™

Thlsannual classte feom
MIGM Studics recails a
ol b sariebe view of
Faniky Hie in Harmmond in
thie T0di, Ralphle Parker
deaaims of @ Red Hyder BB
gun for Chrlsomas, whiles his
grodely parenns sk
“gol’ll shood FouT Eve ot
Kid®, Ralplde alse bas con-
Hnual confrontations wit
schoolyard bullies Farkus

Jmmm-ﬂu

antd Grover DL The movie
also lmmeortallzes Ralphie's
frlendshlp with Fiick and
Schwartz, the saga of his fa-
ther's winning the Lady's
Leg Lanm at the: bowllng al«
By and hls meother's dikem
w0l gertlng the sae sig-
ar bl four weeks Lna row
at the Grpheun Thearer's
sl nlghr

“As a third grader, | had no idea
It

aing te a school name

Shephernd®s novels o-
cludesd " P om oF e
Open Hearth an of foem
mecollection of @ young mian
endurlog the rrials of his
Juindor prom in the 1940s;
"Wancka Hickey's Nlght of
Golden Memwories and Oihe
vr [Hsasters”, which con-
malns elght sernisuoblo
graphical stores of growlng
upr ki e ol and stesl come
Plox of thes Calumest Reglon,
and "In God We Trust - All
Orhers Pay Cashi®, which
cenbers atound Flick's Tav-
ertl I Holman as the pro
prietor spends an aftermoon
recalling episodles of grow
g e amildd the belching

PAID AIWERTISEMENT

furnsces and roaring Besse-
s dvens of the reglon's
stesal s,

"As & third grader, 1 had
no fdea [ wias golig te i
selool mamed aler the
wirst president in klstorg®
Shephen unee wrote. " New
Yorkers thought 1 nvented
Warren G. Harding Sclwool
iy stogbes and thal [0 was
a touch of gendus, This dsan
example of [ow hismor]sts
are born - Hhers must e
somne poor kd npow golng i
Richard M. Nixon School,*

Shepherd resurned o
the Caluimes Reglon several
thimess befoge ils desath o
age T8 1n Sanibel Tsland,
Floafcia om Chet, 16, 1595,

In September of 1980,
B was pare of the 13than
nual Noathesn Indiana His-
tory Conference at Purdoe
Unbversiny Calumet. On
Apell 7, 1981, Slwephend re
eebved fhe second anmeal
Harmunond Achievément
Award *which recognized
Harmroend educaresd (ndl
viduals wheachleved na
tinmal or inremmar omal fame
In the axts, sclences, budls
mess or Industry,® sald
Jaret Moram, @ meaber of
thi commi mee planning the

opening of the Jean
Shephierd Communly
o Ctntet, The anthor

worst president in history," 5., juined e

Fricnds of the Lake County
Public Library L Juree of
THE4; and was also Grand
Marshall for Hammond's
Ceptenmial Parade. He
nwache hiis final public visit
to the Cadugnet Reglon on
April 19, 1996 for the pres-
ermation of the Sigrid Srark
Wil g Awards ar Purds
Calumer,

" Pri surprised bo seeso
iy pecple D rhe aodls
ence, * Shepherd said dor-
g the Stark swards cege
mony. “Thisls the Calinmet
Region and a lterary oced.
slogy Thise: rwo don's go
together,

Flick’s Tap ‘lives on’ for Jean
Shepherd fans in Web site

Although Jesn Shapherd
passed AWEY in 19949 his
legacy lives on In s books
and the movie classiz "A
Christmas Story”. Butit
alsn comes allve every dma
somenne clicks onwarw,
fHicklives.comy

And since the year 2000,
moge than 150,000 visitors
have dome just thal.

A Chrisrmas Story®

There are also a varety
of "Shep Re-Runs”, inclid-
Ing replays af Bhapherls
radio show on WEALDDS
FM NY.

In additon. * Fllck"s
Livas" provides Hnks o lots
of pther Shephierd sites ln-
clnding "The Jean Shep-
herd Project” {formerky

Shapherd"s lumer some 30
years agn while watching

* Phantom of the Cpen
Hearth® oo PES as g young
child. & trip to the Hbrary
[ollowed end Speclmmn wos
honked,

"His humor 15 quite char-
aclerstic of this area we
Hve in," he =aid adding
that humaor of "da Reglon®

H AT EVE

Judiy Jhapbard Coiminnily Canber

e

has a bit of dn edge
it Y Growlng up
In this-area yoo rec-
ognize the things
he's talking abont
Speslmmn said.
Shepherd’s refer-
ences i Warren 5
4 Harding Schoal and
the gwarding of the

Photo courtesy of Tam Clavin at warw, lickives.com

Thi=Web =lfe created by
lomg-time Shep fan Jim
Clavin, saluies the movelist.
humorist, radio persomallty
amt] Hammmond native. Here
you'll find & profils of Shep-
haepd, from ids borhood days
growing up in Harnmond's
Hessville nedghbaorhond
through his stinein the 115
Army to his famed career.

Fans have sent in photos
of Shephari's boyhood
home on Cleveland Sireet

known as FATHEAD CEN-
TRAL), I you'ne Interested
in Shepherd memorabilia,
sitch as @ colllecion of his
recordings an CO, Lhis Web
slte provides the link-up
You can also comrmmnicole
with other Shepherd fans
wia e=mails,

{ine of Shepherd's long-
tme fans - Roy Speclman
of the Bammend Parks and
Hecreation Depariment - is
ﬁrﬂ.ilglj' now e building

‘1"

aswell g5 other "Shep
Snifl” inclnding caroens.,
e clever cortoon shows a
rabbis with its tongue stuck
i g fag pale, o sceme
evocative of the movie,

o for the new Jean
Shepherd Ll}ﬂ'll'll.ll'ﬂl‘j’ {en-
ter in Dowling Park, which
afficially opens on Saturday
with sctvitdes from 7 am.
through 6 pune. Speslman
wisits the Flick's Lives Web
site and FAnds it "very ou-
thoritative, (Clavin} fsn't
gerdng paid for this. You
can tell it's snmedne’s hob-
by and passlon. Those are
the peaple who do the best
work.”

This soith Hammend
native fral discoversd Jesm

Laly's Leg Lamp in

"A Christmas Story®
ere ameng his fawrmes,
Speslman sald. "1t's hard 1o
pick just one or 8 conple of
favorites.

Speslmrin said the Ham-
mond native wio went on
to fame as & wrltier and ho-
morlst "tells a very gonod
tale and weaves a very good
weh,*

And his memory will
Hwe on, toe, oi the pew Jean
Shepherd Commumlty Cen-
ter. *We're getting ready 1o
open,® Speelman sald, "It's
excitdng.®

Community, city combined efforts to create Shepherd Center

When the Joan Shepherd

Cantar at Dosiing Park offi-

aally opens on Satunday, it
will ba the culmination of
successful collabomtion he-
tween public and prvate
Erups.

*This is @ win-win sl fus-

ten, * said T Reds, supann-

terdent of the Hamimond
Parksand Recreation De-
pariment. "It's public and
private sectirs virking col-

Iaboratively, combining what

the commmmnity desired with
the vision of the meagor
{Hammond Mayor Duans
Dedelow Ju) lor @ greater
Hammond for generations
1iF come, ™

The stecy of the Shephsand
severdl

Center beging
decades azo when tha Faith

United Church of Clirist relo-

caved from Ezst Chicago w

land north of the expressway

in Harrmond 's Hessville

ne;,g]'l.l:arhmd Muchy ot what
is now Dowling Park was
arginally purchased by tha
chugedh o bidld homes fories
parishiogwers, said Pastor
Anne Smith, mimister af
Faith United for the past
Lier smames,

‘Wihsen thar plan was aban-
doned, the Lend was sold 1o
the Hammand Parks and
Recreation Department, re-
sniting in Dowiing Park The
park became a haven for
saltball teams because of its
lields, But, eventually, the
uw,ghlmrhmd residents and
ORI 2Ioups aqmssed
a desire for a commanity
centar whiore peaple of all
.\gesmuldgnlher for activi-
{1es-and meatings,

In'the late 19905 8 ¢ome
mittee formed thiough Our
Lady of Perpewmal Help
Church in Hessville 1o ex-
pore just such a plan. One of

those committee members,
Mil= Kohardak, brought in
the Northwest Indinsa Fed-

aratinn of Interiaith Ongan-
ZaHONS,
The Fedarmtion helpead
penerate some jdeas and

borought the ideas o the
Hammond Perks amd
Recreation [epartment,
suied deparime ot adminls-
tralor Curl Vostl. The
search for available facili-
ties to hotige 8 cormmumiry
cantar found no existing
building tharwould sarve
the needs af residents,
anl the fden for a newiy
Ikt pormmanminy canter
eme

rgedd.

Mevor Diedeloss quick-
by expressed support for
the facility, primarily be-
canse it dovtaiied with
ks vision for Hammond,
Vostt said. The newcom-
i by canter also He o
the Harmmond Parks De-
partment's masterplan for
ity parls.

Pettions and surveys fol-
Lowren] and Dowling Park was
salerted as the site for the
NEw CoITITIINiY Camter

Smith said the chumh's
pastorat that time, the Rew
Dr. Danald Capp, was asked
o host commminity meatings,
which he also avended asa
coqnnumnity member,
Doginally, plans called for
thee cantes to be budlt amrms-
diznaly south of Faith United
Church af Chirist. Smith said,
However, the congregation
exprassed reservations aboul
that plan because it wonld
ereate a parking problemn,
she added, Those concerns
wure addressed and the new
CTHITUG Y cetitEr was relo-
cated on the south side of
the park next toa paciur-

s i prawd,

In the.summer of 2001,
the Hamenond Park Boaed
approved the project and

one of its members, Vice
President Rick Bryant, sug-
gested noming the Facility al-
ter Hammd's native son,
the wrriter amif himmeorist Jean
Shepherd,

That fall the Hammand
City Connedl OK'd & 32.7 mil-
lion bond issue 1o build tha
Tocility amd fumish it Re-
couse tha brmds are payable
with gaming revenues,
there's no impact on taxpaw-
£rs, Viost moted. Constraction
began in the fall of 2001 on
the 41,000 sguare foot Jean
Shepherd Community Center,

"We'rawery excited about
opening the Jean Shepherd
Community Center, " said
Soe Rzeszit, the Centsr
Manager, "This has been
wery much & conmmmmity
wnd ety ebort*
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Youre hwited!

FAID ATV ERTISEMENT

Come on out for the grand opening of the |
new Jean Shepherd Community Center!

WHEN: Saturday, March 15.

WHERE: The Jesn Shepherd Community Center in Dowling Park,
Kennedy Avenue and 175th Streat {just north of the Borman

Expressway b There's plenty of free parking,

WHAT'S GOING ON: Stay the entire day or choosa your
favorite actvity, Thare's lots to do, including!

7108 aum Sunrise Walk, eontpenral breakfast,

StoSam.  Building rours, ’

8 a.m, LACARRE Art League opening.

Sw 180 am. Registraton for Baskertall Skills Competdon,

801l am.  Open Gym.

Sa.m, Dadicatdon and official Mag raising ceremony.

& a.m, Aerobles demwnstration,

140 a,m. Latine aerobics demonsteation.

106 11 am Youth Basketlall Clinie.

11 a1 Eickboxing demanstration,

11 @ Basketball Skills Competiton.

Nooh to k. Volleyball Clinge by Synergy Volleyball Clib,

1 pam. Ulk Soecer Exhibitdon Varslty Soceer with
Hammond & Hessville Clubs.

2:30 00 3:30 pom, Volleyball Exhibivion Mateh,

fi T Women's Soceer Exhibitlon, featuring
Calumet College & local High Sehogl All-Stars,
Semi-Pro Men's Soceer Challenge

with Olympice vs. Hammond Fatbol Club,

ARTS AND CRAFTS: Join us for Youth Arts & Crafts,

Cepnmics and Scrapbook Making,

MUSIC AND DANCE: Enjoy performances Hﬂl Creamne

Musle, the Bllingual Dance Club, the Scott
School Cholr and the Morton High School Band.

ddle !

AND MUCH MORE: Check out the Center’s Compurer

Lab which will be open all day, Visit the Hammaond

Exhibits highlighting park programs.

Park \

o

=l

What the future holds for

the Shepherd Center

Wikh the opening of the
new Jean Shepherd Com-
munity Center In Dowling
Pack, an era of new oppor
tumity davwns in Hamewond,

Not only does the Shep-
herd Center expand the fa-
cilides and programming
offered by the Hammond
Parks and Recrearion De-
partment, it also opens the
way [0 commect this park
and center with the Carl-
somdOxbow Trail, located
along the south side of tha
Borman Expressway

*I'd like to see a bridge

the Lake County Visitors
Camter on the southwest
corner of Remmedy Avenie
and the Borman Express-
way coubid also be linked 1o

-
Parks & Recreation

the mew Shephernd Center
Eecyrdings of Shephend's

o visit the Shepherd Cen
ter for additonal exhibics
andfor apportunites ro
viewr and hear the humor of
Hammond's nadve son,
Jean Shepherd,

*This is o woanderful
opporimnity o link Lake
County attracdons, * Vosd
said. "It's a way of working
rogether for the good of all®

PARK BOARD COMMISSIONERS

Park-sponsored events
throughout the year spell

F-U-N for residents

Throughout the yeat,
the Hammond Parks and
Recreation Department
hosts a varlery of events
and programs designed to
Inform, entertaln and em
power ity residen s, some
times in conjumethon with
clvie and private agency
PATTIELS,

This synergy includes

1o b an Integral part of
the clry®s enltoral and
recreationil masterplan.
Volleyball and basketball
touraments are plaved
regularly at the Clyie Cen
ter Special events are also
hedd Bere Ineluding the
clrens and the popular
Hunting asd Fishing Show.
Une npeoming program at

which currendy offers
elght miles of bikinghik.
Ing pathways, will contin-
we 1o e expanded and
will eventually connect
the city's parks, New
recreadenal facilities
along the elty's many wa-
terways are part of the
measterplan for Ham
mrond's parks,

over the expressway so peo
e could walk or bike from
one park t another,” said
Curt Vostl, admd nistrator of
the: Hammond Parks and
Recreation Deparoment,

I additien, Vostl sadd

radlo progruns and al-
bums, and videotapes of his
TV and movie produoctions
could b provided on @ o
tating basis ar the visirors'
centar,

Guests could be directed

such events as the Fourth
of July celebration which
features a parade down
Hohman Avenue and a fes.
tival in Harrlson Park
complete with musical and
theatrical entertainment,
Forod and Fireworks

SBenior citlzens can en
Joy programs at the Clvie
Center designed just for
them, For example, ball
rocim dancing and card
partes bring seniors to-
gether for companionship
and old-fashioned fums
Thera's also a itinn
center at the Clvic Center,

Childran of all ages participate in the
Hammamd Parks-sponsorad swim contests

whidch serves lunch flve
days a week,

In addidon, senfors
cam exerclse ln the Civie
Coanter Fithess Center of
take a dip in the center's
Indovr pool. The Civie
Center, which was conr
strueted in 1937 a5 a com-
mumnity center, las a large
avmunasium which has
seen hundreds of events in
lts 66 year history, includ-
Ing high school baskerball
games, choral eoncerts and
high schiod gead ations.

This Facilivy continies

the Clvie Center is the
First Annual Pampered
Woman Show which will
bee held fwom 10 am. w 6
P Satutday, Mareh 2%
and Sunday, March 30
Crer pasrk depart-
meenl Facllitles alse offer a
variety of progroms that
add to the guality of 1ife
In Hammond, The ODgden
Street Pool, for example,
provides swimming les
S0NS, open swim times,
aquatle exercise sessiops,
scubia lessons and Tife-
guard programs,
The opeaning of the
Jean Shepherd Come
mitinity Center will
expand the parks de
PATTMENL'S ORporin-
mitdes o provide pro.
gramming and spe-
cial events for the
ciny’s residents and
visitors, In
2004, Tor example,
the LACARRE AR
Show and Interna-
thonal Cultire Fest
will be hald ar the
Shepherd Center, The art
shomr will
Tneluacke: fine
art entries
becitge the
et will
be hield in
the center's
335,000
styuare fool
. Trade
shows, in-
cinding rthe
Hunring
and Fishing Show, may also
v o this mew Factliny
Hammond's bike teail,

As part of 12z commit-
meent tr the olty, the Ham-
mond Parks and Recre-
ation Department also
SPORSOrS Seasonal o
grams that provide cre-
ative, educational and
recreatlonal actvides for
Hammond's residents. For
example, summer parks
programs allow children o
create arts and crafts and
to both Leam and play var-
Ius spores. In the winger,
fce skatng porties provide
a healthy fun acrivigy,
Adlulrs, too, can get L on
the fun with weekend
sports programs and
leagues. Another parks
program offers night swim-
ming events at the city's
high sehoola.

Mit's an excldng dme
in the history of Ham-
nrond, " sald Curt Vost,
administrater of the
Hammond Parks and
Recreation Department
"The vision for our urban
parks complements Mayor
Dexdedow’s vision for the
city of Hammwnd, We want
b0 Credle grean
spaces and
small urban
parks throughe
ot the eity.”
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